2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION SUMMARY
 
Every year, hundreds of bills are submitted to the Legislature for review and approval. Many are great ideas for great causes, some deserve to die, and few make it out for the Governor's signature and become law.  The Bicycle Alliance of Washington had a handful of priorities for the 2010 Legislature.  It is important to note that, because this is an even-numbered year the session is only 60 days.  The odd-numbered years have 90-day sessions, which can make it easier to get legislation passed.  We are happy to report that one bill that we worked on very hard on behalf of cyclists passed.  We also got another bill amended to make it easier to minimize potential impacts to bicyclists.
 
Here is a concise summary of the 2010 Washington State Legislature session focusing on all of the Bicycle Alliance’s legislative priorities and some bills of note that we watched but were not as closely involved.  An in-depth review of the session is available on our Legislative web page, http://www.bicyclealliance.org/programs/legislation.html
 
Thanks to everyone who helped move the cell phone bill through to adoption and for helping raise the awareness of our other legislative priorities.
 
Our priorities for the 2010 legislative session were: 

· Texting and cell phone use [HB 2635/SB 6345]: Until now, using a hand-held cell phone while driving has been a secondary offense, which can be ticketed only when a motorist is stopped for a primary infraction, such as speeding. The new law makes it a primary offense to hold a cell phone to your ear or read, write, or send text messages while driving.  For drivers under age 18, even hands-free use of a cell phone is prohibited. 

Results: Working with the Driven to Distraction Task Force, a coalition of groups, we successfully passed this legislation.  We look forward to increased safety for bicyclists – and all roadway users – as a result of this new law.  It was signed by the Governor on March 26 and becomes law June 10, 2010.  

· Safe Routes to School: Safe Routes to School is a state-wide program to increase the number of students biking and walking to school. During this economic downturn, our goal was to protect existing funding and find ways to improve the program to better meet the demand from schools around Washington State.  
Results:  The Legislature did not reduce the available funding.  While no legislation was passed regarding this priority in 2010, “Safe Routes” is considered a high priority and we will continue to work on this important topic next year and into the future.
· Complete Streets [HB 2911]: We want to ensure that roads are designed with all users in mind and to tie grant funding to projects that meet this requirement.
Results:  “Complete Streets” is another high priority item that did not see any legislation passed this year.  The Complete Streets bill died before cut-off. We hoped to get a funding account inserted into the transportation budget for future appropriations and grants, but that did not happen. We will work with coalition partners and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to come back with a bolder proposal in 2011 and hopefully have a Republican co-sponsor.

· Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education in Traffic Schools [HB 3001]: Many motorists are sent to traffic school for driver training when they receive traffic infractions. This initiative would require traffic school curriculum to include the Department of Licensing-approved curriculum for driving safely among bicyclists and pedestrians.  The Bicycle Alliance would pay for the curriculum materials using revenue from the Share the Road license plates as we currently do with the driver education school materials. 
Results:  Our “Safety Education” legislation almost passed this year but expired due to lack of time.  We are hopeful that this simple and well-supported legislation will be successful in 2011.

OTHER LEGISLATION OF NOTE

· Golf Cart Bill Enrolled SSB6207:  This bill allows for local jurisdictions to designate “golf cart zones” where golf carts could travel on streets with speed limits of 25 mph or less during daylight hours.  There was no mention as to whether local jurisdictions could prohibit golf carts in designated bike lanes.  While we did not take a position on this legislation, we followed it because of the potential impact to bicyclists.
Results: We were successful in amending this bill to allow local jurisdictions to prohibit golf carts in designated bike lanes.  While we do not expect this to be an issue, by amending the bill this way we are be in a better position to request a prohibition if we thought the effect on bicyclists would be harmful. This bill was signed in to law.
  
· Vulnerable Roadway User Bill [HB 2774/SB 5838]: Introduced in the 2009 and 2010 sessions by the Cascade Bicycle Club this bill would make it easier for prosecutors to penalize drivers in collisions where they kill or seriously injure cyclists, pedestrians, and the disabled. We supported the concept of this bill but we differed on the details and shared our thoughts with Cascade. We will continue our discussions and perhaps work more closely with them in order to propose legislation the statewide bicycling community will support.   
Results:  Cascade worked very hard on this bill and involved many stakeholders.  In an effort to move the bill forward near the cut-off date, the sponsor amended it to HB 3001; however, it did not get on the floor for a vote.  
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 2011 LEGISLATURE
 
Work has already begun to prepare for the 2011 legislative session.  We welcome and eagerly collect ideas for legislative action.  The Bicycle Alliance Legislative and State Wide Issues Committee Spring meeting is scheduled for June 12 at the REI store in Seattle.  They will work on developing the legislative priorities for 2011.  Transportation Advocacy Day has been scheduled for February 10, 2011 at the United Churches in Olympia.  All of this activity is open to the public and you are welcome to participate.
