2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION IN DEPTH REVIEW

 
Introduction
 
The Bicycle Alliance works throughout the State year round to collect suggestions for legislative action.  Our success is a result of a lot of “behind the scenes” work drafting legislation, developing partnerships and building essential grassroots support.  In addition, we secure the sponsorship of legislator(s), and stand ready to respond to changes, problems, and opportunities once the Legislature starts its annual session at the beginning of the year.
 
As in past years, the refinement of our 2010 legislative agenda began the previous year.  At their annual planning meeting, our Legislative and State Wide Issues Committee, which includes representatives from bicycle clubs throughout the State, worked to develop a plan and a strategy for success.
 
Many great ideas are proposed and yet for politics, time constraints, and other reasons, few make it out of the Legislature and are signed into law by the Governor.  For this reason, we measure our success over years, recognizing that some of our best ideas can take years to develop sufficient support and momentum to become law.
There are always many legislative needs but, like every organization, we are faced with limited time and resources.  To use our resources wisely, the Committee worked to develop a list of top priorities and secured commitments from individuals to serve as “key contacts” for each priority. Because there are always more issues to work on than we can possibly accomplish in one year, important items that could not be included in the 2010 priorities, or that could not be led by an individual “key contact,” may be considered again in the future.
 
 
PREPARATION FOR THE 2010 LEGISLATURE
 
The Bicycle Alliance Legislative and State Wide Issues Committee met in June of 2009 to discuss proposals and refine a list of priorities.  After the meeting, the legislative priorities were forwarded to the Board of Directors for approval.  Key contacts for each priority began working drafting new legislation and refining old legislative proposals.  As the year progressed, articles were prepared to notify the bicycling community about this year’s priorities and to solicit assistance in educating legislators about our 2010 agenda.  
 
While identifying and refining our legislative priorities, planning was also underway on the annual Transportation Advocacy Day (TAD).  TAD is held in Olympia as the Legislative  session begins and is an opportunity for everyone interested in supporting bicycling legislation to gather together, learn about our legislative priorities, and meet with their legislators & seek their support on our important legislative initiatives.  This year, TAD took place on January 28.  (In 2011, TAD is scheduled for February 10 at United Churches in Olympia.  Please check the Bicycle Alliance web site in late fall for additional details.)
 
Another essential component of preparation - and ultimate success - involves Michael Temple, the Bicycle Alliance’s professional lobbyist.  He is familiar with the bicycling community and the particular issues related to bicycling.  Michael knows how the legislative process works, and, importantly, who the legislators and key players are – who our elected friends are and who we need to work with to accomplish our priorities.  Well before the Legislative session begins, Michael works to help develop an approach or strategy for our priorities and guide us on essential aspects of a successful legislative agenda.  This work involves guidance in drafting legislation, identifying potential legislators to sponsor bills, and suggestions for educating legislators before the busy legislative session begins. In short, Michael’s expertise is what gets us bill sponsors, hearings, and the votes to pass legislation.  (Thank you Michael!)
 
One other thing discussed during preparation for the session is what we might do if something comes up that we don’t like – something that might be harmful to bicyclists.  Usually we do not know what this might be, but sometimes there is a whiff of something awry.  If we know, we plan accordingly.  In the case of 2009 and again in 2010 (and maybe in 2011) we knew that there were limited, alright no, funds available for new proposals.  The Legislature was faced with huge budget shortfalls, so we planned accordingly and did not propose any legislation that required new or increased funding.
 
So, before any legislative session begins, we work hard preparing our priorities for successes.  Our members and bicycling clubs, our Legislative Committee, our lobbyist, and staff have all done a lot of behind-the-scenes work to be ready to go once the gavel falls and the Legislature begins session.
 

OUTCOMES OF THE 2010 LEGISLATURE
 
Our top-priorities for the 2010 Legislative session are listed below.  Each priority includes a summary.  

· Texting and cell phone use [HB 2635/SB 6345]: Until now, using a hand-held cell phone while driving has been a secondary offense, which can be ticketed only when a motorist is stopped for a primary infraction, such as speeding. The new law makes it a primary offense to hold a cell phone to your ear or read, write, or send text messages while driving.  For drivers under age 18, even hands-free use of a cell phone is prohibited. 

Results:  The Bicycle Alliance worked with the Driven to Distraction Task Force of Washington State, a coalition of organizations, individuals, and other partners interested in making phone-related distracted driving unacceptable.  Working with this coalition and other groups, we successfully passed legislation in this session to make distracted driving a primary offense.  This important legislation is just one step to save families from harm and loss caused by drivers paying more attention to a phone than the road.  We look forward to increased safety for bicyclists – and all roadway users – as a result of the new law.  Working with the coalition, we are starting a campaign to educate drivers, make distracted driving socially unacceptable, and enforce the law, as with seat belt initiatives in the past.
The Driven to Distraction Task Force of Washington State has more information at: http://www.nodistractions.org/Home_Page.html
The legislature passed Enrolled SSB 6345, sponsored by Senator Tracey Eide, on the final day of the Regular Legislative Session. There was a great deal of debate on the final version of this bill, but the senate version, which was preferred by the supporters, prevailed. The bill was signed by the Governor March 26th and becomes law June 10, 2010.

· Safe Routes to School:  Safe Routes to School is a state-wide program to increase the number of students biking and walking to school. During this economic downturn, our goal was to protect existing funding and find ways to improve the program to better meet the demand from schools around Washington State.  
Results:  The Legislature did not reduce the available funding.  The Bicycle Alliance of Washington, Feet First, Cascade Bicycle Club and other partners have been working to help schools and communities design, implement, and sustain Safe Routes to School programs.  For the 2010 legislative session, we worked to protect existing funding but did not propose legislation. This important program is a high priority for us and we will continue to seek legislative, funding, and other resources to create and enhance the Safe Routes to School program in the years ahead.  The same partners were successful in getting the program codified during the 2009 session.

· Complete Streets [HB 2911 ]: We want to ensure that roads are designed for all users and those jurisdictions that have Complete Street policies and/or legislation could apply to receive grant funding for implementation.  Complete Streets are essential planning, design, and construction components for healthy, walkable, bike-and-transit friendly communities.  This legislation would have created a framework, but not the funding, for a grant program to create an incentive and reward for Complete Streets projects throughout the State.  We worked with a coalition led by the Transportation Choices Coalition to pass Complete Streets legislation.
Results:  Passed out of the House Transportation Committee but did not make it to a floor vote before cut-off. The coalition worked with the prime sponsor, Representative Jim Moeller, and others to get portions of the bill inserted into the transportation budget. We will continue to work with coalition partners lead by the Transportation Choices Coalition and the WSDOT to come back with a bolder proposal next year and a Republican co-sponsor.  

Here are some web pages from Transportation Choices Coalition with further info on Complete Streets:
http://www.transportationchoices.org/agendachoices.asp
http://blog.seattlepi.com/transportation/archives/191741.asp
http://transportationchoicescoalition.blogspot.com/2010/01/complete-streets-for-washington.html
· Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education in Traffic Schools [HB 3001]: Many motorists are sent to traffic school for driver training when they receive traffic infractions. This initiative would require traffic school curriculum to include the Department of Licensing-approved curriculum for driving safely among bicyclists and pedestrians.  The Bicycle Alliance would pay for the curriculum materials using revenue from the Share the Road license plates as we currently do with the driver education school materials. 
Results:  Our “Safety Education” legislation almost passed this year but expired due to lack of time.  We are hopeful that this simple and well-supported legislation will be successful in 2011. The Bicycle Alliance will pay for the curriculum materials using revenue from the Share the Road license plates as we currently do with the driver education school materials.
This legislation was drafted by Bicycle Alliance Legislative and State Wide Issues Committee member Brian Faller.  Representative Brad Klippert agreed to sponsor the legislation. The bill enjoyed strong support in the House, passing 97-1. In the Senate Transportation Committee we were able to improve the bill with a committee amendment that clarified requirements. SHB 3001 and the Senate committee amendment advanced to the Senate floor. On the Senate floor the bill was delayed by an attempt to draft an amendment to include the Vulnerable User language from SB 5838. Unfortunately, on Thursday evening March 4th that amendment was ruled Out of Order. Rather than letting SHB 3001 move forward, the bill was held until Friday March 5th in an to attempt to rewrite the amendment. This was critical as March 5th was the final day the House bill could be considered by the full Senate. As is often the case on a "cut off" day - good bills failed to advance- the fate suffered by SHB 3001.
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 2011 LEGISLATURE
 
Work has already begun to prepare for the 2011 legislative session.  We welcome and eagerly collect ideas for legislative action.  The Bicycle Alliance Legislative and State Wide Issues Committee Spring meeting is scheduled for June 12 at the REI store in Seattle.  They will work on developing the legislative priorities for 2011.  Transportation Advocacy Day has been scheduled for February 10, 2011 at the United Churches in Olympia.  All of this activity is open to the public and you are welcome to participate.
 

Thanks for your interest in our legislative work.  For further info, please see our Legislative web site:
 
http://www.bicyclealliance.org/programs/legislation.html
